
 

The Arch of Triumph is 
situated in the north part 
of Bucharest, in borough 
1, at the junction of 
K ise leff  Road and 
Cons tan t i n  P rezan , 
Alexandru Averescu and 
Alexandru Constantinescu 
Avenues. The monument, 
designed by Petre 
Antonescu, was built 
between 1921 and 1922 
and refurbished between 
1935 and 1936. It 
celebrates Romania’s 
victory in WWI.  

The Romanian Opera 
House is the most important 
lyric theatre in Romania.  
It is open all year-long, 
except for the religious 
holiday period. The building 
hosts the Romanian Opera 
House Museum with a 
col lect ion of photos, 
p r o g r a m s ,  p o s t e r s , 
costumes, letters, statues of 
great opera musicians and 
artists.  

"The European Commission support for the production of this 

publication does not constitute an endorsement of the contents which 

reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be 

held responsible for any use which may be made of the information 

contained therein." 

1ST PROJECT  

TRANSNATIONAL MEETING 

BUCHAREST - JANUARY 2015 
ȘCOALA GIMNAZIALĂ ”MARIA ROSETTI” 

BUCHAREST- 

the city is a 

mixture of the 

old and new, 

traditional and 

modern, east 

and west, 

which on the 

one hand gives 

it the aspect of 

an eclectic and 

chaotic 

metropolis, and 

originality and 

charm, on the 

other hand.  
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 Symbolic edifice of the national culture, the 
Romanian Atheneum, built in the heart of Bucharest 120 
years ago (1886-1888), has become the architectural and 
spiritual landmark of a whole nation, not just of a Capital city.  
 It was here that both established and young 

professional musicians have given concerts, numerous 

orchestras and soloists of international level have performed, 

it was from here that masterpieces of the national music 

literature have been launched, that great Romanian 

personalities and scientists have lectured; the first ample 

exhibits were organized here, great painting and sculpture 

exhibits by the national masters of fine arts; kings and 

queens, as well as political personalities and important 

guests from abroad have walked through its halls in order to 

participate in events of national and international importance 

in one word, moments of historical importance, which have 

found their place in the golden book of the Romanian people, 

have taken place at the Romanian Atheneum. 

Manuc’s Inn ( HANUL LUI MANUC) 
An architecture monument of great importance built by the 
famous Armenian tradesman Manuc-bei in the 19th century, 
the inn initially consisted of 15 bolted cellars, 23 shops, 
parlors, storage rooms, servant rooms, kitchens, and also the 
rooms which used to host more than 500 people. In the 
second half of the 19th century, the inn was purchased by 
Lambru Vasilescu and turned into a hotel famous for the 
epoch balls and theatre plays; it is said that, apart from social 
events, the inn witnessed the negotiations leading to the 
peace-making in the Russian-Turkish war of 1812, as well as 
the discussions prior to Romania’s entering the First World 
War. At the beginning of the ‘90’s, Manuc’s Inn served as a 
restaurant, and preserved its Brancoveanu-style architecture 
with its two floors, large decorated wood arcades and the 
terraces surrounding the interior yard. Nowadays, it hosts a 
hotel and a traditional Romanian restaurant.  



This Orthodox religious edifice bears the name Stavropoleos 

– the Romanian form of the Greek word Stauropolis, which 

means “The Town of the Cross”. Next to the Church there is a 

building hosting a collection of old icons (the beginning of the 

18th century) and cult items, as well as fresco fragments 

recovered from the churches demolished during the 

communist regime. 

 The Romanian National Art Museum is situated in 
the central area of Bucharest, in the building of the former 
Royal Palace and represents a significant edifice for the 
architecture of Bucharest in the 19th and 20th centuries. The 
rich and valuable heritage hosted by the museum is divided 
into two galleries: the European Art Gallery and the National 
gallery, comprising The Old Romanian Art Gallery and The 
Modern Romanian Art Gallery. The nucleus of the European 
Art Gallery is King Carol I’s art collection. Artists like 
Tintoretto, Cranach the Old, Breughel the Young, El Greco, 
Rembrandt, Rubens, Monet and Rodin offer us the possibility 
to explore the artistic universe of the 16th-20th centuries. The 
Old Romanian Art Gallery includes works from the historical 
provinces dated the 14th-19th centuries. Among them there 
are fragments of frescoes, icons, embroideries, manuscripts, 
goldsmith items, wood and stone sculptures. The Modern 
Romanian Art Gallery includes paintings and sculptures from 
the first decades of the 19th century up to the middle of the 
20th century. The Romanian artistic creation is represented 
by masters such as Theodor Aman, Nicolae Grigorescu, 
Ştefan Luchian, Nicolae Tonitza, Theodor Pallady, Constantin 
Brâncuşi or Dimitrie Paciurea. 



  
 You can visit the ruins of the first capital fortress of Walachian 
rulers. Also, there are displays of ceramic items, tools, enameled tiles, 
stone and marble slabs, pots and water pipes. 
 The Voivodal Palace or the Old Court is the oldest feudal 
monument in Bucharest, which used to be the residence of Walachian 
rulers for more than two centuries, in parallel, until 1660, with the old 
capital city, Targoviste, subsequent to which it remained the sole capital 
city of Walachia, and after 1862 of the Romanian Principalities, 
respectively Romania. 
 In the second part of the 14th century a brick fortress was 
erected here with an area of approximately 160 square meters; this 
fortress was extended by Vlad the Impaler between 1458 and 1459; Vlad 
the Impaler surrounded it with stone walls. 
 Apart from the political role it played, the fortress would also 
become the center of economic life of Bucharest, a center around which 
merchandisers and craftsmen gathered who gave the names to the 
streets in this central area according to their occupations or the towns 
from where they imported commodities (Lipsca/Leipzig - Germany, 
Gabrovo-Bulgaria, Brasov).  
 Subsequent to the archaeological excavations which started in 
1953, continued in 1959 and resumed with higher intensity in the period 
1967-1972, numerous artifacts were discovered (brick and stone wall 
fragments, the palace cellars, window and door frames, painting and 
column fragments, etc.). 

 Situated on the place of some historic districts of the old city, 
which were demolished, “The Palace of the Parliament” stretches on 
365,000 square meters and is ranked second area-wise and third volume
-wise in the Administration Buildings category in the Guinness Book of 
Records. 
 The idea of erecting such a monumental building was older, but 
it became reality in 1984, when on June 25th, the cornet stone was set 
and the construction began 
 Its eclectic style combines traditional elements of the Romanian 
architecture, dominated by the Brâncovenesc style, some popular art 
decorations (the rosette, the sun, decoration motifs specific to wood 
etching), and influences of the Renaissance, Germanic and Baroque 
styles. 
 This architecture assembly brings together impressive quantities 
of marble, steel, concrete and wood, but also a large volume of labor. 
Materials employed are of Romanian origin and we can say that the 
entire country contributed somewhat to the building or decoration of the 
rooms. 
 The interior decorations of the Palace of the Parliament are as 
famous as the building itself; there are 480 chandeliers, 2.800 ceiling 
lamps, custom-made furniture, decorative floors, laced ceilings, brocarts, 
tapestries and heavy carpets. The interior finishing comprises wood 
paneling: walnut tree, cherry tree, ash tree, sycamore maple, oak, but 
also Ruşchiţa, Moneasa, Alun and Gura Văii marble. 
 The art collection of the Chamber of Deputies comprises 3325 
works: paintings, sculptures, graphics, and decorative art objects from 
transfers, acquisitions and donations . 


