
IRELAND. 

Waterford born Robert Boyle is regarded as the father of modern chemistry 
and founder of Boyle’s law (or in other words, how the pressure of gas 
decreases as its volume increases). His book, ‘The Sceptical Chymist, set in 
motion the detailed study of chemistry as an academic subject.

Usually thought of as an English game,croquet in fact originated on the west
coast of Ireland. The Archbishop of Tuam in county Galway hosted croquet 
tournaments as far back as the 1830s. By the late 1840s it had spread 
nationwide, and became popular in Britain by 1852. Its popularity increased 
among the British, and it quickly became a sport synonymous with the upper 
classes along with polo and tennis. In fact, Wimbledon began as the All 
England Croquet Club!

The act of deliberately abstaining from using or buying products and services
or dealing with certain people or organisations – otherwise known as 
boycotting – was first invented by some Irish villagers in Mayo. During the 
‘land war’ of the late 19th century, where tenants struggled to gain fair rights 
to their land, the tenants of Boycott’s estate protested against evictions after 
a poor harvest. Rather than turning to violence,tenants instead refused to 
work for Charles Boycott. After spending thousands on imported workers to 
harvest his crops, Boycott eventually left Ireland.

Glossary:

Tenants: one that rents and occupies land.

Eviction: to expel or force out (a person, esp. a tenant) from land, a building.

Crop: the plant, or the product of a plant, produced while growing or when 
gathered:

Saint Oliver Plunkett (1st November 1625 - 1st July 1681) was the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland. He maintained his 



duties in Ireland in the face of English persecution and was eventually 
arrested and tried for treason in London. He was hanged, drawn and 
quartered at Tyburn on 1 July 1681, and became the last Roman Catholic 
martyr to die in England. Oliver Plunkett was beatified in 1920 and 
canonised in 1975, the first new Irish saint for almost seven hundred years.

Primark. Turnover: €3.8 billion. No. of employees: 4,000+

A firm favourite with Irish shoppers, Primark/Penneys has been established 
in Ireland for almost 50 years. In 1969, Primark opened its first store in 
Dublin. Today, Primark has over 270 stores in nine countries in Europe. More
recently, Primark opened its first store in the US with a flagship store in 
Boston. Primark has built its reputation on providing the latest fashion at 
affordable pricing. 

The term “Paddy Wagon” goes back to the 19th century when Irish 
immigrants, refugees from the Great Famine, emigrated to the cities of the 
northeastern U.S. The Catholic Irish, as the poor frequently do, liked to steal,
drink and fight. This behavior usually caused them to be arrested and taken  
away in black police vans. Soon the van had a new name—Paddy Wagons!

The history of piping in Ireland extends over a span of 13 centuries. The Irish
uilleann pipes are undoubtedly the most sophisticated and complicated 
form of bagpipes in existence . The bag is inflated by the bellows; in the 
Scottish bagpipes it is mouth blown. The pipes are played in the sitting 
position. 

Ulster is the northerly province of the island of Ireland. It is formed by the 
counties of Donegal, Cavan, 
Monaghan,Fermanagh,Tyrone,Derry,Antrim,Down and Armagh,Ulster was 
originally known by the Celtic name of Ulaid (Ulster in English).The counties 
of Antrim, Fermanagh, Tyrone, Derry, Down and Armagh make up Northern 
Ireland. Donegal, Cavan and Monaghan are part of Eire.

From early times to the end of the 19th Century Ireland is unique in having a 
musical instrument, the harp, as its national emblem. From antiquity to its 
decline in the early nineteenth century the harp was at the social centre of 



Ireland. With the disappearance of the old Gaelic society traditional harpers 
became itinerant musicians travelling from one patron's house to another to 
earn a living. Carolan , (1670 – 25 March 1738), a blind Irish harper and 
composer,is often called the last of the Irish bards. 

The Oliver Plunkett is a traditional Irish Pub, located on Oliver Plunkett 
Street in Cork City. If you are looking for great live music in Cork then the 
Oliver Plunkett is the place to be! This late bar is Cork’s home of the finest 
traditional music, best pints of Guinness, great atmosphere, and signature 
Cocktails,  The walls and ceilings are lined with a collection of old pictures 
and photos, as well as Irish quotes and other interesting references. The 
pictures and paintings range from Michael Collins to John F. Kennedy’s visit 
to Cork in the 60′s.The Pub is full with lines of poems, songs and old Irish so 
that everywhere you sit in the bar there are interesting things to look at or 
read.

 

The colours in Irish flag.-

The green in the flag symbolises Irish republicanism .

The orange in the flag represents the Protestant minority in Ireland. 

The white in the centre symbolises the hope for a lasting peace between the 
two cultures on the island of Ireland

The Giant's Causeway is Northern Ireland's most famous landmark and has
been an official Unesco World Heritage Site since 1986. The Giant’s 
Causeway is a collection of 40,000 interlocking basalt columns about 60 
million years old. Science claims that it was created by quick-cooling lava. 
Myth claims it was angry giants throwing rocks into the sea. Who’s right? 
You decide!

Glossary:

to interlock: to connect.

https://www.wildernessireland.com/blog/build-bridge-myths-legends-giants-causeway/

