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1. Purpose of the meeting. 

The goals of our Clil course during that week were to get teachers involved into doing some  
research on different aspects of teaching. We were given four related topics . We chose to do 
research on how to tackle mixed-ability /mixed level groups.  

 
 

2 . Meeting Notes, Decisions, Issues 

Discussion on how to deal  with mixed-ability classes from our own experience. 

Focussing on the need to read some educational reports on the issue. 

Proposal of creating an on line survey to share with our colleagues not only to receive feedback 
from them  but also to make them  think and learn ways to deal with mixed ability classes. In fact, 
the survey was created after reading educational reports on this issue and some of the  questions 
included are part of the hints proposed on those reports. 

Discussion on the need to provide practical examples on how to deal with mixed ability classes.  

 
 

3.  Outputs 

 

1. Sebastian Viera gathered all the relevant information on this topic and prepare a 
presentation you can find here. 

 https://goo.gl/5ZeVzV 

2. The rest of participants prepared on line quiz on this research field in order to get 
feedback from teachers.   https://goo.gl/urPVQc 

https://goo.gl/5ZeVzV
https://goo.gl/urPVQc
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Teachers’ feedback can be seen here.  https://goo.gl/KZna26 

 

As far as group work is concerned, the question given was 

To help mixed-level classes by using project work, which approach do you think would suit your 
students best? 

The possible answers were  

a) The best approach is to use mixed groups where the strongest students can help the 
weakest students. 

b) The best approach is to form groups that are at approximately the same level and assign 
different tasks that are appropriate to the level of each group. By adjusting the complexity 
of the task, you can ensure that each group has a task that they  can carry out successfully. 

c) Both approaches can be used. 

These were the answers 

59,1% of the teachers  seem to agree both approaches are useful and both are worth thinking 
about. Sometimes forget very strong students and this the easiest road for them to get 
demotivated. 

 
As far as homework is concerned, the question we asked was  

Regarding homework, to help mixed-level classes 
a) We should give the same homework to the whole group. 
b) We should give weaker students less demanding tasks. 

The answers were: 
54.5% of the teachers chose a y 52.5% of the teachers chose b.  

 
Nevertheless to the question 

What do you think could be the point of giving stronger students demanding tasks as 

homework? 
17/22 teachers answered It should ensure that they remain motivated. 

And  
19/22 teachers answered It should ensure they continue to make progress. 

https://goo.gl/KZna26


How to tackle mixed ability/mixed level classes. 

Laura Beatriz Benítez Rivero. Rosa Clara Guillén Mesa .Rosario Ángeles Pereyra Castro. Sebastián Viera 
García. 

CLIL Course. Cork. December 2017. 
 
 

 
It seems homework in mixed-ability classes is an issue that needs further discussion and 

further reading. 

Thinking  of homework as a way of fixing structures , of consolidation and also of the broadening 
of knowledge might  be the best way to deal with mixed ability classes. What is the point of giving 
them homework of the same level if some could never do it? What is the point of giving stronger 
students homework too easy for them?  

Two possible examples are different tasks as homework for mixed-ability classes are these ones. 

- If the task we want them to do is a composition, why not allowing stronger students to 
write a composition giving them only the title and giving the weaker student a list of 
vocabulary and questions to answer? 

- Or why don’t we pair together a very creative student who is not very strong in English 
with a very strong student with little creativity to do a composition together as homework 
through WhatsApp?  

3. Real tasks for a real classroom.- 
Since the role of the English teacher in a CLIL environment is to be the coordinator and 
facilitator of activities, we decided to work in a common topic ( for the English class and for 
vocational training in Event management). We decided to work on colour . The aim was to 
help students with the creation of a poster advertising an event.  
Different activities were designed : 

English classes: 
a) English classes.- Students are given different activities  for a texts on the topic colour taken 

from this web site https://goo.gl/jjMGwb. Our adaptation here: https://goo.gl/BNqG2b 
b) Event and management classes.- 

Students have to create an event  poster . They are given a checklist not only of things that should 
be included in the poster but also to make them think about the language they would need to be 
able to do it in English. In their checklist they should include all those linguistic needs. Checklists 
are indeed a useful tool to deal with mixed ability classes because students  can foresee the help 
they would  need and so look for it in different ways. You can see our check list here.  
https://goo.gl/cdvbZF 
 
 

https://goo.gl/jjMGwb
https://goo.gl/BNqG2b
https://goo.gl/cdvbZF
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