
Purple Swamphen
Basic Information
Scientific Name:
Porphyrio porphyrio

Description: What does it look like?

The Purple Swamphen is a large rail. It is mainly dusky black above, with a broad dark blue
collar, and dark blue to purple below. As the Purple Swamphen walks, it flicks its tail up and
down, revealing its white undertail. The bill is red and robust, and the legs and feet orange-red.
For such a bulky bird, the Swamphen is an accomplished flier and will readily take to the air to
escape danger. In flight, the long legs and elongated toes trail behind or hang underneath the
body. Purple Swamphens are proficient swimmers, but prefer to wander on the edges of the
water, among reeds and on floating vegetation.

Distribution: Where does it live?

Purple Swamphens are common throughout eastern and northern Australia, with a separate subspecies common in the 
extreme south-west of the continent. Birds have transported themselves from Australia to New Guinea and New Zealand 
and throughout the islands of the south-west Pacific. It has been suggested that the New Zealand population of Purple 
Swamphens (locally called the Pukeko) originated in Australia.

Habitat:

The Purple Swamphen is found around freshwater swamps, streams and marshes.

Feeding: What does it eat?

The diet of the Purple Swamphen includes the soft shoots of reeds and rushes and small animals, such as frogs and 
snails. However, it is a reputed egg stealer and will also eat ducklings when it can catch them. The Purple Swamphen 
uses its long toes to grasp food while eating.

Breeding:

Purple Swamphens are generally found in small groups and studies have shown that these consist of more males than 
females. More than one male will mate with a single female. All family members, and occasionally the young from a 
previous brood, share in incubation and care of the young. The nest consists of a platform of trampled reeds with the 
surrounding vegetation sometimes being used to form a shelter. Often two broods will be raised in a year.
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