
UNIT 2:

ELEMENTS OF THE 
LANGUAGE OF ART



DOT, LINE AND SHAPE

Are three of the basic elements of the language of art. We are going 
to study them in this unit.



THE DOT

A dot can have shape, colour and size and a place in the composition.

is the simplest element in art.



Dots are often used in 
multitudes or in 
combinations to form 
patterns, rhythm and 
movement.

"Several circles", Wassily Kandinsky
Oil on canvas, 1926



Or to create the illusion of tridimensionality…



The focal point is 
the center of interest or 
activity in a work of art. It 
may or may not be the 
actual center of a painting or 
drawing, but it is always the 
most important part.

The focal point in 
a work of art may give 
different sensations

order instability movement to 
the right

movement to 
the left more visual weight less visual weight

two dots make us 
imagine a straight  

line.

three dots make us 
imagine a triangle

four dots make us 
imagine a square



Find the focal point in this painting

Francisco Goya
The Executions of the Third of May, 1808

Oil on Canvas, 1814



Find the focal point in this photograph

 Steve McCurry
Cover of the National Geographic Magazine

Photography, June 1984



Find the focal point in this painting

 Leonardo de Vinci
The last Supper

Tempera on gesso, 1498



Pointillism is an original form of art created by Georges Seurat. 
Pointillism is a bunch of tiny dots put together to make a picture.

 Georges Seurat
Sunday afternoon on the Island of la Grand Jatte

Oil on Canvas, 1886



Observe how the colours of the 
painting have been created by 

mixing dots of other colours

Pointillism

Georges Seurat
Detail from Circus Sideshow (or Parade de Cirque)

Oil on canvas, 1889 

Examples: http://teresacuestadelacal.googlepages.com/punto

Worksheet nº 1: Make a drawing 
composed only by dots



THE LINE
A line is a mark made by a moving point and 

having psychological impact according to its 
direction, weight, and the variations in its direction. It 
is an enormously useful and versatile graphic 
device. 



THE LINE: is probably the most basic element of drawing.

Lines can be thick, thin, dotted or solid. They can be horizontal, vertical, 
diagonal, straight, zig-zagged, wavy, curly, etc.

Horizontal lines- lines that are parallel 
to the horizon.

Feeling: Appear calm, Landscape, 
Tranquility, Body in Repose

Diagonal lines- lines that transmit 
movement.

Feeling: Dramatic and imply 
action, movement and/of tension

Curved lines- Lines that change 
direction gradually

Feeling: Movement. softness.

                                                                

Vertical lines- lines that move up and down
Feeling: Strength, solidity, or denote 

growth & strength.

Zigzag lines- lines made from a 
combination of straight lines
Feeling:  Strength, violence



THE LINE







Compositions with lines

Keith Haring

Pablo Picasso

Alberto Giacometti



Brice Marden, Grove IV, 1976. Oil and wax on 
canvas, two panels, 72 x 108 inches overall. 



PIET MONDRIAN, 
Composition in Red, 

Blue, and Yellow, 
1930. Oil on canvas, 

2’ 4 5/8” x 1’ 9 1/4”. 





Dietmar Voorwold



MARK LOMBARDI







Egon Schiele, “Selbstporträt”, 
1912



Otto Zitko, Cheim & Read,  New York 2003 



Shape is created when a line becomes 
connected and encloses space. It is the 
outline or outward appearance of 
something. Shapes are 2 Dimensional- 
which means you can measure its 
HEIGHT and its WIDTH.

THE SHAPE



Joan Miró

THE SHAPE



There are two basic types of shapes:

THE SHAPE

-  Geometric shapes: have 
smooth even edges and are measurable. 
Among them you can find the square, the circle, 
the triangle and the rectangle.

 Organic shapes: have more complicated edges and 
are usually found in nature- such as leaves and flowers.



Geometric forms are those 

which correspond to named 
regular shapes, such as squares, 
rectangles, circles, cubes, 
spheres, cones, and other regular 
forms. Architecture, is usually 
composed of geometric forms. 

Geometric shapes 



Organic forms are irregular 
in outline, and often 
asymmetrical. Organic forms 
are most often thought of as 
naturally occurring. 

Organic shapes 



Matisse – cut paper collage

Organic shapes 



KAZIMIR MALEVICH, 
Suprematist Composition: 
Airplane Flying, 1915 
(dated 1914). Oil on 
canvas, 1’ 10 7/8” x 1’ 7”. 
Museum of Modern Art, 
New York





GUSTAV KLIMT, The 
Kiss, 1907–1908. Oil on 
canvas, 5’ 10 3/4” x 5’ 
10 3/4” Austrian Gallery, 
Vienna. 



The shape



The shape



The shape



The shape



The shape



The shape



THE SHAPE            has three parts: 

  the outline

  the internal shape

  the silouhette



 THE SHAPE
A splash of colour also creates shape and gives expresivity to our 

composition.

Worksheet nº 9: Make a splash of colour with watercolours on a sheet of paper for 
watercolours. When it’s dry, observe it and try to find a shape in it. Once you have found 
it, use your coloured pencils to mark the shape and finish your drawing.



Worksheet nº 
8: Examples



Worksheet nº 9: Examples



THE SHAPE
Worksheet nº 9: Divide your worksheet in 3 equal parts. Copy this cup in each 
of the 3 spaces with your pencil. Analize light and shade and represent shape 

and volume with dots only in the 1st space, with lines in the 2nd space and with a 
splash in the third space. You will do this activity with your black felt tip pen.



DOT, LINE AND SHAPE
Worksheet nº 10



http://blog.educastur.es/luciaag/practicas/

TEXTURES
Texture is the external appearance of the different 
surfaces. Texture indicates what material has been 
used to create an object. To study their features, 
we are going to classify textures following 
different criteria.

http://blog.educastur.es/luciaag/practicas/


According to their origin they 

can be natural or artificialTEXTURES



According to their 
appearance they can be 

organic or geometric
TEXTURES



TEXTURES According to their nature they 

can be visual or tactile



VISUAL TEXTURES



TACTILE TEXTURES: 



TEXTURES
According to their function they 

can be decorative or 
functional



TEXTURES: techniques to make textures: 

frottage, stamp, stencil

frottage

stamp
Ink and stencil

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEh8SfNcWfI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oa7fXD5lv_0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcJWQmtwZrE&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6l-cKfr5S4


TEXTURES



TEXTURES



TEXTURES



TEXTURES



TEXTURES
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