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In light of the alarming situation in Ukraine, we are determined to support to the greatest 

possible extent, through the Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps programmes, 

Ukrainian students, young people, teachers and educators in these extremely challenging 

times. The programmes have a long-standing tradition of promoting understanding and 

solidarity among people from all countries and all backgrounds – principles that are, more 

than ever, an essential element to be preserved and further promoted.  

 

In the Note to NA Directors E+/NA/DIR/2022/017 and E+/NA/DIR/2022/019 we already set 

out some principles and provided guidelines to help deal with the most urgent aspects. Now, 

following up on that, we would like to provide National Agencies with an overview on further 

approaches envisaged in view of facilitating the integration of Ukrainian participants in  

activities offered by the programmes.  

 

1. Strengthening the communication about existing opportunities 

 

The Erasmus and European Solidarity Corps communities reach out to a wide spectrum of 

players in our society: schools, universities, VET providers, youth and sport organisations, 

NGOs, local and regional authorities, civil society organisations, etc. These stakeholders are 

currently spontaneously engaging to help their Ukrainian counterparts, and could benefit from 

the opportunities already offered by the programmes’ architechture to carry out their 

activities.  

 

 

1.1 Mobilising on-going projects 

 

This active mobilisation and eagerness to help can also be partly channelled through ongoing 

projects, that may adapt the focus of the impacted activities to contribute to relief/assistance to 

persons displaced or affected by the war. Depending on the project format and content, the 

adaptation can be part of the built-in flexibility in project implementation or in case changes 

in the scope and overall objectives of the project a grant agreement amendment shall be 

issued.  
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 Erasmus+ Key Action 1 Projects 

 

- Beneficiaries of ongoing KA1 projects (Erasmus+ 2021-2027) may, on a  

voluntary basis, reallocate part of their project funds on activities to support 

Ukraine. To do so, the beneficiaries may choose which activity from their ongoing 

project, that has not yet been implemented, they wish to replace or modify. Any 

replacement and modification that would result in a change compared to the scope 

and overall objectives of the project shall be made through an amendment to the 

grant agreement in line with the amendment provisions set therein.  

 

- In the fields of HE, VET, SE and AE, NAs should also promote the use of the 

activity “Invited experts” to facilitate that Erasmus+ organisations in regions 

affected by the refugees flow can invite an expert/teacher/staff member to support 

the organisation staff in the integration proccess. In order to identify staff available 

to participate in such mobility and act as an expert, the Commission will support 

partner finding based on available expertise (teachers, staff and organisations) on 

relevant platforms and with the support of the National Agencies.  
 

 Erasmus+ Key Action 2 Projects 

 

- Beneficiaries of all ongoing KA2 Strategic Partnerships (Erasmus+ 2014-2020), as 

well as Cooperation Partnerships and Small-Scale Partnerships (Erasmus+ 2021-

2027) are invited, on a voluntary basis, to reallocate part of their project funds on 

activities to support Ukraine. To do so, the beneficiaries may choose which 

activity from their ongoing project, that has not yet been implemented, they wish 

to replace or modify. Any modification that would result in a change compared to 

the scope and overall objectives of the project shall be made through an 

amendment to the grant agreement in line with the amendment provisions set 

therein.  

 

 European Solidarity Corps projects 

 

- Beneficiaries of relevant on-going projects are invited to adapt, on a voluntary 

basis, the focus of the impacted activities to contribute to relief/assistance to 

persons displaced by the war. To do so, the beneficiaries may choose which 

activity from their ongoing project, that has not yet been implemented, they wish 

to replace or modify. Any modification that would result in a change compared to 

the scope and overall objectives of the project shall be made through an 

amendment to the grant agreement in line with the amendment provisions set 

therein.  

 

 

1.2 Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps upcoming application rounds -  

encouraging future projects to focus on aspects related to the Ukraine war and its 

effects 

 

Under the Erasmus+ call for 2022 published in November 2021, the main deadlines for 

applications submission are between February and April 2022. There will be rounds open for 

applications in May (optional) and in the autumn for Youth participation activities and Small-

scale partnerships in the fields of school education, vocational education and training, adult 

education and youth. For the European Solidairty Corps there will be also rounds open for 
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applications in May (optional) and in the autumn for Solidarity Projects and autumn (optional) 

for Volunteering projects.  

 

In this respect, we would suggest the following: 

 

 In Erasmus+, project applicants could be encouraged to include activities linked to the 

integration of Ukrainian refugees, the promotion of European common values or the 

fight against disinformation and fake news. These topics are well embedded into the 

exisiting narrative of the Programme, with inclusion and diversity, and participation 

and civic engagement being key transveral priorities of the Erasmus+ Programme.   

 For Solidarity project and Volunteering projects, applicants could be encouraged to 

include activities linked to the support to and integration of Ukrainian refugees, 

including their children and minors that have fled on their own, the promotion of 

European common values, fight against disinformation and fake news, or solidarity 

and unity. 

 

Based on the above, all National Agencies in the position to open the additional rounds in 

May are encouraged to do so, in order to maximise the opportunities for new applicants to 

swiftly propose relevant applications in this area.   

 

 

2. Specific exceptional adaptations of programme rules 

 

To react in a flexible manner to the specific needs of Ukranian participants in the current 

context, some specific, exceptional rules have been agreed to facilitate their involvement in 

Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps activities. These measures, referred to as follows, 

apply on a voluntary basis to relevant Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps projects:  

 

 Erasmus+ Key Action 1 projects 

 

- Opening up the Erasmus+ KA1 mobility schemes (Budget Heading 2 funds) 

exceptionally to incoming participants from Ukraine in the fields of 

Education and Training: Ukrainian participants (staff and learners) can be 

allowed to participate as Erasmus+ incoming participants in the mobility schemes. 

The activities cover the same target groups as foreseen in the different fields 

(students, learners, teaching staff, professors, educators/teachers, etc. and the same 

activity types). In the field of youth, Ukrainian incoming participants are already 

allowed to participate under the existing rules. Further guidance will be provided 

on the exact eligibility and modalities for implementation of these exeptional 

flows.  

 

- Facilitate participation of students and staff from Ukraine through 

International Credit mobility (Budget Heading 4 and Heading 6 funds) by 

using available budgets from Eastern Partnership funds for Ukrainian participants.  

Additional flexibility will be required in relation to the obligations of the sending 

institutions in Ukraine which may not be operational, to establish necessary 

safeguards in terms of quality and compliance with the main programme rules. 

Further guidance on this will be provided.   
 

 

 

 



 

4 

 

 European Solidarity Corps 

 

Allow Ukranian volunteers to carry out volunteering placements without 

sending organisation on the Ukranian side: if due to the war beneficiaries would 

no longer be able to rely on Ukranian support organisation in the project, the 

Commission is exploring that the responsibilities of the support organisation are 

taken over by other parties, such as the beneficiary or another partner in the 

project, e.g. a host organisation. Further guidance on this will be provided.   
 

3. Implementation of these measures through the IT systems supporting the 

programme 

 

In order to enable the implementation and further monitoring of these measures in the IT 

systems supporting the programmes, the necessary analysis also is ongoing and a timeline for 

implementation of these features is being devised.  

 

4. Next steps 

 

More detailed guidance to National Agencies on the measures above will follow, always 

based on the principles of remaining as simple as possible, at the same time as ensuring 

transparency, equal treatment, minimum requirements of the programmes and monitoring of 

the carried out activities.  

 

In parallel, NA colleagues are encouraged to participate in the online brainstorming session 

scheduled for Wednesday 16th March. The idea of this session is to offer a space for common 

reflection on how, under the main objective and procedures of the programmes, further 

actions of Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity Corps could help to address the different 

challenges entailed by the conflict. Your contributions are key for the success of this joint 

reflection exercise, collect new ideas and to ensure an efficient implementation of these 

exceptional measures.  

 

 

 

Ute Haller-Block     

  Head of Unit 
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