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1. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb to be. 
 
a) …………………………….. he at school now? 

b) I …………………………….. (not)14 years old I ………………… 15 years old. 

c) The teacher ……………………………. in the classroom. 

d) The pencils ……………………… on the table. 

e) His schoolbag ………………………. on her chair. 

f) ……………………….. your mother at home? 

g) The girls ……………………….. (not) happy today. 

h) The cat ………………………….. black and white. 

 
2. Complete the sentences with the correct form of have got or has got. 

 
a) We ………………………. a new friend. 

b) My teacher ………………….. (not) a blue car. 

c) I …………………………….. a new schoolbag. 

d) She ………………………….. two brothers. 

e) ……………………. David …………………… brown eyes? 

f) Janet and Tom …………………………. (not) a big house. 

g) ………………………… the children …………………. their pencils? 

h) Mary and I ………………………………….. (not) our homework. 

 

3. Complete the text using the correct form of the Present Simple.  
 

My family and I are always busy on Saturdays. In the morning, my sister Olivia and I ................ (play) basketball and then she 

................... (go) rollerblading with Dad. I ............ (not like) rollerblading, so I usually ............ (help) Mum with the shopping. In 

the afternoon, Dad and I ............ (make) model planes and then in the evening we all ............ (watch) a film together. Saturday 

is my favourite day. 

 

4. Complete the sentences with the Present Continuous form of the verb in brackets.  
 
a) My sister ...................... (watch) TV right now.  

b) Dad ...................... (not wash) his car today.  

c) The boys ...................... (not play) tennis today  

d) They ...................... (drive) to work right now.  

e) I ...................... (write) in my notebook at the  

f) Jason ...................... (study) music this year. moment.  

g) The children ...................... (not swim) at the  
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h) The women ...................... (sit) in the park now. moment. 

 

5. Complete the sentences with the verbs in brackets. Use the Present Simple or the Present Continuous. 
 
1. Hollie and Sean …………………………………………… (study) for a test right now. 

2. I ………………………………… (not want) to eat now. 

3. …………… you ………………….. (watch) American Idol every week? 

4. Sara ……………………………….. (not talk) on the phone at the moment. 

5. ……………………… Mike …………………. (watch) the football game right now? 

6. We always ………………….. (have) dinner at seven o’clock. 

7. Ted ……………………….. (play) tennis every day. 

8. ……………… your sister …………….. (swim) on Saturdays? 

 

6. Choose the correct answer. 

Ellen: Hi, Sue. What 1 are you eating / do you eat / you are eating? 

Sue: A doughnut. It’s delicious! 

Ellen: But it’s not very healthy. Doughnuts are fried and they have got 2 a lot of / some / much calories. 

Sue: Well, I 3 don’t eat / am not eating / doesn’t eat them every day and there are 4 any / some / much vitamins in my 
doughnut. 

Ellen: Vitamins! Are you sure? 

Sue: Yes! I 5 eat / eats / am eating a strawberry doughnut. There are vitamins in fruit and strawberries are fruit. 

 

7. Complete the sentences. Use the Past Simple form of the verbs in brackets. Some are regular and some are 
irregular. 

  

a) I …………………… (see) that cat in the alley last night. 

b) He …………………… (visit) Dublin last year. 

c) They …………………… (not use) the lift. 

d) She …………………… (find) the convent yesterday. 

e) The escalator …………………… (not go) to the fourth floor. 

f) We …………………… (take) John to the tower. 

g) The architect …………………… (not design) the bridge well. 

h) He …………………… (not buy) that in London. 

 

8. Complete the text with the words in brackets. Use the Past Simple. Some are regular and some are irregular. 

Yesterday (to be) ........................... a busy day. I (wake) ......................... up at 6am and I (have) ..................................... 

breakfast quickly and then I (go) ................................... to work. I (finish) ............................... at 12 o’clock and then I (eat) 

........................................ some lunch. After, I (drive) ..................................to the shops and I (buy) .............................. some 

paint and then I (paint) .................................. my bedroom. My friend (come) ................................ home from work so he (help) 

................................. me paint my room, then we (repair) .............................. his chair. I (wish) ............................. I hadn’t, 
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because I hurt my hand! After that I (clean) ............................. my house. I (vacuum) ................................. all the downstairs 

and then I (tidy) ...................................... up the living room and the kitchen. I was pretty tired by then so I (eat) ......................... 

some dinner and (go) ................................... to bed! 

9. Complete the sentences with the verbs in brackets. Use the Past Continuous, affirmative or negative. 

a) I …………………………… (laugh) at you. Somebody told me a joke. 

b) We weren’t home last night. We …………………………… (walk) on the beach. 

c) The children were cold because they …………………………… (wear) coats. 

d) Where were you? I …………………………… (look for) you all evening. 

e) They …………………………… (argue) all night. It was annoying.  

f) It …………………………… (rain) all day, so we stayed home.  

10. Complete using the Past Simple or the Past Continuous. 

a) Why …………………… Jason …………………… (cry) when I saw him? 

b) We …………………… (not stay) in youth hostels while we were visiting France. 

c) What were they doing while you …………………… (prepare) dinner? 

d) He …………………… (not shop) when I met him. 

e) The team was losing the game when Tim …………………… (kick) the ball into the goal. 

f) When the bus …………………… (stop), they weren’t standing at the bus stop. 

g) They were singing while he …………………… (dance). 

 

11. Write sentences with the words below. Use the correct form of used to. 

 

a) I / eat / meat / . 

b) Harry / not live / in London /. 

c) women / wear / trousers / for work / ? 

d) what / your parents / do / after school / ? 

e) where / you / go shopping / ? 

f) this bus / not stop / near my house / . 

 

12. Complete the sentences with the verbs below. Use the Present Perfect Simple affirmative 

or negative 

 eat • wear • use • play • live • wake up  

 1. I bought a new phone but I ……………………it yet. 

 2. I don’t want to wear this dress. I ……………………it so many times.  

 3. I ……………………never ……………………in this restaurant but I heard the food is great. 

 4. Please call me back in an hour. I …………………… just …………………… . 

 5. We …………………… here for very long, so we still haven’t got many friends. 

 6. Terry …………………… the piano since he was five years old. 

 

13. Choose the correct answers. 
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a) Has the childminder fed the baby yet / already / ever? 

b) We have ever / just / never swum in the sea because I hate salty water. 

c) The cleaner has already / yet / ever washed all the windows. 

d) Daniel Radcliffe has been an actor for / since / already he was five years old. 

e) My hairdresser has ever / just / yet opened a new salon. 

f) Have you ever / yet / since eaten spicy ice cream? 

 

14. Look at the chart and write what the teenagers have and haven’t done in the last week. Use 

the Present Perfect Simple. 

 Harry Kate Charles Beth 

prepare a meal     

meet a pilot     

ride on a bus     

go to school     

 1. ..........................................................................................................................................................................   

 2. ..........................................................................................................................................................................   

 3. ..........................................................................................................................................................................   

 4. ..........................................................................................................................................................................   

 5. ..........................................................................................................................................................................   

 6. ..........................................................................................................................................................................   

15. Choose the correct answer.  

I 1. is writing / write / am writing to recommend an exciting tourist attraction in Nottingham. Last week, while 

my sisters 2. were spending / spent / was spending their money on new clothes in  

the Broadmarsh Shopping Centre, my brother and I 3. was deciding / were deciding / decided  

to go into the City of Caves. Surprisingly, the entrance to the caves is in the shopping centre.  

There are over 500 man-made caves under the city and people 4. visit / visits / are visiting them frequently 

on tours. People 5. used / have used / has used the caves since 900 AD for different purposes. When there 

weren’t enough houses in Nottingham, the poorest people 6. used to live / didn’t use to live / did they use 

to live underground. The caves 7. became / has become /  

have become overcrowded, dirty and unhealthy, but in 1845, a new law 8. allowed / didn’t allow / did it 

allow people to live there any more. While we 9. toured / was touring / were touring the caves, our guide 

told us, “Archeologists 10. still find / am still finding / are still finding more caves!” 

 

16. Choose the correct answer. 

 

a) Has he got up / He hasn’t got up / Did he get up yet? 

b) We never saw / Did we never see / We have never seen you on TV. 

c) They have lived / Have they lived / They lived here in 2005. 

d)  I haven’t visited / I’ve visited / I didn’t visit London last summer. 
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e) Have you / Did you / You didn’t already finished your homework? 

f) When did she leave / she left / has she left the building? 

g) It didn’t rain / It hasn’t rained / Has it rained since Tuesday.   

 

READING 1 

17. Read the text. Then tick (✔) the sentences T (true), F (false) or DK (don’t know). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 T F DK 

 1. The writer’s dad bought tickets for the Children’s Railway from home. …… …… …… 

 2. The train started operating more than 60 years ago.  …… …… …… 

 3. The children work every day for two weeks.  …… …… …… 

 4. Children learn about trains before working at the railway.  …… …… …… 

 5. All children working at the railway make good friends.  …… …… …… 

 

16. Complete the sentences about the reading. 

a) When he / she was young, the writer often thought about  ...............................................................................  . 

b) Visitors can see  .............................................................................  when they travel on the Children’s Railway. 

c) The children do a lot of the work, but  .........................................................................  is not their responsibility. 

d) The children help to prevent ...............................................................................................  on the train service. 

e) The children learn how to  ...............................................................................................  before they start work. 

  

READING 2 

17. Read the text. The sentences below are false. Copy words from the text to show this.  

  

.  

Like many young children, I used to dream about driving a train. Then, last summer, while my family and I were 
visiting Hungary, we heard about the Children’s Railway in Budapest. So my dad bought tickets for it. 

The Children’s Railway has been a landmark in Budapest for over 60 years. The train takes passengers on an 11-
kilometre journey through the beautiful Hungarian countryside. The fare isn’t expensive and in many ways, it’s like 
a normal train ride. So, what’s so special about the Children’s Railway? Children from the ages of 10 to 14 years old 
do most of the work. It’s amazing! 

Children usually work one day every two weeks at the Children’s Railway. They don’t drive the trains, but they sell 
tickets and give passengers information on the platform and on the train. They also help to control train traffic, so 
that there are no accidents. Of course, adults supervise the work and help the workers if necessary. 

Before they can work, the children study for four months and they must pass a difficult exam. When they have 
finished their lessons, they know all about trains and operating a train service. 

While I was on the train, I talked to one of the workers. “I’ve learned a lot and made some good friends too,” he 
said. These children had a similar dream to mine, but for them, the dream came true. Well, almost. 
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a) Comedians usually tell entertaining stories about very unusual experiences. 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

b) Gil Greengross and Geoffrey Miller discovered that comedians are extremely friendly. 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

c) According to Greengross and Miller’s research, comedians love being around other people. 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

d) According to a British study, comedians develop close relationships easily. 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

e) You see a comedian’s true personality when you watch the comedian perform. 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

   

18. Answer the questions.  

a) Where did Gil Greengross and Geoffrey Miller get their information from? 

            ...............................................................................................................................................................   

b) Are comedians imaginative, according to Greengross and Miller? 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

c) Who did the experts writing for the British Journal of Psychiatry study? 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

Some people always seem to make you laugh. They’re good at telling amusing jokes, and they can easily 

turn their everyday experiences into entertaining stories. Maybe something hysterical happened while 

they were waiting for their turn at the cash machine. For natural comedians, life seems to be one 

enjoyable moment after another. Are they simply lucky, or is there something different about their 

personalities? Experts have found some surprising answers to these questions. 

Many people think comedians are outgoing, creative people. They’re fun to be around, so they’re 

probably nice, too. But Gil Greengross and Geoffrey Miller of the University of New Mexico studied 31 

stand-up comedians, and they discovered differently. The comedians in the study were very imaginative. 

But they weren’t outgoing, and they weren’t always nice. They were actually private people with the 

ability to be quite nasty.  

In another study in the British Journal of Psychiatry, researchers analysed comedians from Australia, 

Britain and the United States. They discovered that comedians were often anti-social and they had 

trouble getting close to other people.  

So why is the true personality of a comedian different from his or her personality while performing? 

According to Greengross, performing gives comedians the opportunity to be their “ideal selves”, and it 

doesn’t represent their daily life personalities. In real life, they spend a lot of time alone, watching other 

people. In short, life can be entertaining, but full of surprises, too.  
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d) Why does Greengross think comedians act differently while performing? 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

e) What do comedians often do in their everyday life? 

   ..............................................................................................................................................................  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


