
THE ITALIAN EDUCATION 
SYSTEM



THE ITALIAN CONSTITUTION 

Basic principles :
• freedom of education and teaching;
• duty of the State to provide a school open to 

everyone with no discrimination;
• the rights and duties of parents to provide 

education for their children; 
• education and vocational training of disabled 

and handicapped citizens. 



Ministry of Education, University (MIUR) and 
Research  is responsible for providing  and 
managing Education;
It is represented at local level by regional and 
provincial education offices.

PATRIZIO BIANCHI



ITALIAN SCHOOL STRUCTURE 

NURSERY SCHOOL (from 3 years-old to 
6 years-old);

PRIMARY SCHOOL (from 6 years-old to 
11 years-old);

LOWER SECONDARY SCHOOL (from 11 years-old to 14 
years-old);

HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL (from 14 years-old to 19 
years-old);

UNIVERSITY (facoltative) .



UPPER SECONDARY EDUCATION 
Age 14 – 19 

❏ Classical High School;
❏ Scientific High School;
❏ Linguistic High School;
❏ Socio-pedagogical High School;
❏ Artistic High School;
❏ Music High School;
❏ Sports High School;
❏ Technical Institute;
❏ Vocational High School.



VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

In vocational schools and not in high schools, 
you can finish school at 16 years or continue 
until you’re 19. In the last year, there’s the State 
exam.

The system offers many different 

branches (ex. Working in a company).



As we said before, in the last year we’re 
having the State exam.
High school allows access to both University 
and Non-University higher education.  



UNIVERSITY 
UNIVERSITY DEGREE 

(FIRST LEVEL or 
THREE YEARS)

→ Adequate mastery of 
scientific methods and 
general and specific 

professional skills

SPECIALISED DEGREE
(or SECOND-TIER) → Advanced training in 

specific areas for the 
pursuit of a highly 
qualified activity

PhDs → Scientific Research in 
Universities, Research 
Centers Companies

MASTER
(1ST OR 2ND LEVEL) → Skills for particular 

professional activities



The Integration of students 
with special needs

• Started in 1977 with Law n. 517 

• Hd. Students started to attend school with the 
other students 

• Depending on their need, these students have 
the right to be followed  (1:1 teaching ratio) by 
a specialized teacher for several hours a week 
(min. 4.5 hours – maximum 18 hours)



School year

• At least 200 days (from September to June) 

• 891 minimum teaching hours in primary and 
lower secondary 

• 33 teaching weeks 

• Average amount of 27/29 teaching hours 
minimum per week  



1°year 2° year 3° year 4°year 5° year

Italian 
language and 
literature

4 4 4 4 4

Foreign 
language 1

3 3 3 3 3

History 
geography

3 3 2 2 2

Natural 
sciences**

2 2 3 3 3

Philosophy 3 3 3

Mathematics
Physics 

5
2

5
2

4
3

4
3

4
3

Physical 
sciences 

2 2 2 2 2

Catholic 
Religion 

1 1 1 1 1

COMMON SUBJECTS IN SCIENTIFIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS



1°year 2° year 3° year 4°year 5° year

Latin 
language 
and culture

3 3 3 3 3

Drawings, 
History of art

2 2 2 2 2

ORDINAL SCIENTIFIC HIGH SCHOOL

We also study:



SPORTS HIGH SCHOOL

We also study:

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year 5th Year 

Law and 
economics 
of sport

3 3 3

Physical 
sciences 
and sports

3 3 3 3 3

Sports 3 3 2 2 2



1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year 5th Year

Italian language 
and literature

4 4 4 4 4

Foreign language 3 3 3 3 3

History geography 3 3 2 2 2

Philosophy 2 2 2

Mathematics 3 3 2 2 2

Natural sciences** 2 2

Drawing, history 
of art

2 2 2 2 2

Catholic Religion 1 1 1 1 1

Physical sciences 2 2 2 2 2

MUSICAL HIGH SCHOOL



MUSICAL HIGH SCHOOL

We also study:

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year 5th Year 

Execution 
and 

interpretation

3 3 2 2 2

Theory, 
analysis and 
composition

3 3 3 3 3

History of 
music

2 2 2 2 2

Laboratory of 
music of 
ensemble

2 2 3 3 3

Music 
technologies

2 2 2 2 2



THANK YOU FOR 
THE ATTENTION !


