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Ejemplos de la Actividad nº2 

 Example nº 1 Activity nº2 

 
 FILM: Norma Rae 
 
TITLLE OF THE BOOK: The movie is based on the 1975 book about her by New York 
Times reporter Henry "Hank" Leifermann Crystal Lee: A Woman of Inheritance. 
 
DIRECTOR: Martin Ritt 
 
COUNTRY: United States 
 
YEAR: 1979 
 
SUMMARY: Norma Rae (Sally Field) is a mother who lives with her parents and works, 
like them, in the textile factory of the village. The working conditions of workers in the 
factory are very bad, so a union of New York, Ruben Warshosky (Ron Leibman), goes  
to the factory to convince workers about the importance of creating a committee at the  
factory. Norma Rae who will trust him more, and start to fight for workers' rights, which 
is not only fair, but also possible and necessary. With lot of difficulties and with the help 
of Ruben, she reaches to establish a union at the factory and thereby she finds a 
meaning to her life until then vulgar and even negligible. 
 
10 PHRASES 
 

1.- Norma Rae: We want a longer break. 
 
2.- Vernon: Whenever the Union reach a town they do they lay off workers. 
 
3.- Ruben: You are underpaid and overworked. 
 
4.- Supervisor: Less talk more work. 
 
5.- Norma Rae: You want to get rid of the slowest. 
 
6.- Ruben: The textile industry in which you are spending your life and your whole 
self... and their children and grandchildren give their life and whole self is the only 
industry in Unites State of America that is not unionized. Therefore, they are free to 
exploit you, to lie you, to cheat you and to take away what is rightfully yours: your 
health, a decent wage and a decent place to work. 
 
7.- Norma Rae: I know the union is the only way to defend to improve our lot. 
 
8.- Ruben: When they spoke, they spoke in one voice and got their voice heard.. 
They were White and Black, Irish and Polish, Catholic and Jewish. They were one. 
This is a Union: Only one voice. 
 
9.- Ruben: The Union has the right to inspect the bulletin boards to verify in person 
that their ads are not removed. 
 
10.- Worker: Man's work should be man's work. And not a prison sentence 
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CHOICE · PHRASES 
 

6.- The textile industry in which you spending your life and your whole self... and 
their children and grandchildren give their life and whole self is the only industry in 
Unites State of America that is not unionized. Therefore, they are free to exploit 
you, to lie you, to cheat you and to take away what is rightfully yours: your health, a 
decent wage and a decent place to work. 
 
8.- When they spoke they spoke in one voice and got their voice heard.. They were 
white and black, Irish and Polish, Catholic and Jewish. They were one. This is a 
Union: Only one voice. 
 
9.- The Union has the right to inspect the bulletin boards to verify in person that 
their ads are not removed. 
 

I will pass to comment number sentences 6,8,9 as one when it comes of unions: 
The labor force is based on the community as a tool for achieving the goals of equity 
and solidarity, leaving aside any value judgment can reproach them in this regard. With 
this in mind, transferring these ideas to our society and current situation, it seems that 
what has been achieved by the unions in the late 1900 approx.. They have lost force. 
From my perspective in the current crisis the role of trade unions has waned, as they 
have lost many labor rights, and they (the unions) have politicized away from social 
reality. When you look at these three sentences we wonder where unions were when 
they approved labor reforms. We have seen cases of corruption in unions, the same 
bureaucracy, lack of empathy with the working class and the social situation. That 
thrust had to organize unions, fighting for the rights of workers, work, it has virtually 
disappeared. I think the same way, the strike as a union strategy often used ultimately 
as unions are afraid to demonstrate the real support that feature. Its functionality is lost. 
However, I also think that unionism now and in the future is one of the mechanisms that 
somehow slows abuses in working conditions. 

 

Example nº2 Activity nº2 

  
TITULO: THE EVIL WEARS PRADA 
 
TITULO DEL LIBRO: THE EVIL WEARS PRADA 
 
DIRECTOR: DAVID FRANKEL. 
 
AÑO: 2006 
 
PAIS: UNITED STATES. 
 
SINOPSIS: 
 
This is a film of world fashion in  wich a younger girl started to working. She  is called 
Andrea and she going to be her second assistant in the Interview “Run-
Away”.  Miranda Priestly is the editor of magazine , she is  a woman with character. 
She took on Andrea. Andrea  doesn,t like the world fashion she is a writer and she 
need work for Miranda Priestly along  a year. This is so five years for her curriculum. 
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Miranda doesn´t like Andrea wear but Miranda think that Andrea is very smart and her 
opinion is different to the others. Andrea converted in first assistant of Miranda and bit a 
bit she likes her job. But the world fashion has many traps and Andrea lose her 
boyfriend and she can´t enjoy her family. She gives more hours of time to her job and 
finally she leaves  the employ.  
 
Elige 10 frases que te hayan llamado mucho la atención (dichas frases tiene que 
estar relacionadas con el mundo laboral) 
 

1.- What does she want you to do have the National Guard Airlift her? 
 
2.- Where so many people would die to work, you only deign to work. 
 
3.- I can get a girl to take your job in five minutes. 
 
4.- You think this is just a magazine? This is not just magazine. This is a shinning 
beacon of hope for… 
 
5.- This place so many people would lie to work, you only deign to work. 
 
6.- Her opinion is the only one that matters. 
 
7.- And if you don´t have than Harry Potter book by then. Don´t even bother coming 
back. 
 
8.- That happens when you start doing well at work, darling?.Let me know, when 
your whole life goes up in smoke. That means it´s time for a promotion. 
 
9.- Are they replacing Miranda? Jacqueline does the same thing for a lot less 
money. 
 
10.- If you don´t go, I´ll assume you are not serious about future. 
 
11.- I work freelance. I have a lot of free time on my hands. 
  

 De las 10 frases anteriores, debes comentar, de al menos 3 de ellas, por qué las 
has elegido.  
 

a) If you don´t go, I´ll assume you are not serious about future. 
 

I choose this phrase because today also in any enterprise they say that to their 
employees. They are continuously coercing to people. 

 
b) And if you don´t have that Harry Potter book by then. Don´t even bother 
coming back. 
 

It is the same as the previous phrase. Is very outrageous that a person intimidate to 
employ which they can lose their jobs. 
 

c)  Are they replacing Miranda? Jacqueline does the same thing for a lot 
less money. 
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This is the moment in that Miranda (boss) is replacing  her for a new business woman 
and I like it. Because she was a vicious woman and without  any feeling. 
 

Example nº3 Activity nº2 

 
FILM:  Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps 
 
I select his movie because is a clear example of the strategies in the area of the 
business to be able to achieve our aims. Everything depends on the way that we 
manage it and how we have in our hands the success of our victory resting with certain 
strategies. 
 
Year: 2010 
 
Director: Oliver Stone. 
 
Produced: by 20th Century Fox USA. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Sequel of the popular film of 1987 "Wall Street", set 20 years later. Once set free, after 
fulfilling a long sentence in prison, the implacable shark of the finance Gordon Gekko 
(Michael Douglas) feels disoriented inside the world that in times dominated. Seeking 
to re-do his ruined relations with his daughter, Gekko knows accidentally Jakob (Shia 
LaBeouf), his promised one. Together they plan to rest mutually: Gordon will help 
Jacob to avenge the ruin of his counselor, and this one will try that Gordon and his 
daughter become reconciled. 
 
10 PHRASES 
 

1. Gordon Gekko: Someone reminded me I once said "Greed is good". Now it 
seems it's legal. Because everyone is drinking the same Kool Aid. 
 

2. Gordon Gekko: Bulls make money. Bears make money. Pigs? They get 
slaughtered. 

 
3. Gordon Gekko: Money is a bitch that never sleeps! 

 
4. Gordon Gekko: Payback. Except I'm not in that business anymore - because 

the one thing I learned in jail is that money is not the prime asset in life. Time is. 
 

5. Gordon Gekko: Don't run when you lose.Don't whine when it hurts. 
 

6. Gordon Gekko: The mother of all evil is speculation. 
 

7. Gordon Gekko: I tell you, the government's worse than a wife. They got all the 
power, they got half the money. Now they're working on getting the other half. 

 
8. Gordon Gekko: They got all the power,they got half the money. 

 
9. Gordon Gekko: Idealism kills every deal. 
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10. Jacob Moore: If it weren't for people who took risks, where would we be in this 
world? 

 
3 sentences I choise 
 
• I tell you, the government's worse than a wife. They got all the power, they got 
half the money. Now they're working on getting the other half. 
 
This sentence is important for everybody, and specially for business because the 
government is involved in all, and off course in business. This make us remember that 
each euro we own working will be affected with tax, and this is very important to our 
personal incomes, work, company so and so. 
 
• The mother of all devil is speculation. In life, like in this film, the evil and the 
speculations is envolver 
 
We have to see the word (devil) as the equivalent represents in the business to the 
malice, and as this one is used of vile form to achieve personal benefits. And the 
speculation is the principal source of a mind. Without speculation a business does not 
move 
 
• Money is a bitch that never sleeps! 
 
Wall Streeters, like any other group of people, have their own language based on what 
they do and see every day. 
 
That means it's a language based on money. Wall Streeters go "long" or "short" on 
anything and see "upside" or "downside" everywhere. 
 
The same word for clients is also used for girls. 
 
In the business  world  this phrase means that the money moves very much, and quick, 
and it must be seen from a real and practical point of view. 
This expression for a company implies very much movement of resources. In the movie 
the resources  are  money. 
 
Victor Machado 
 
Title: Up in the air. 
 
Book Title: Up in the air  by Walter Kirn. 
 
Director: Jason Reitman. 
 
Country: USA. 
 
Year: 2009. 
 
Summary 
 
 The main character of the movie is Ryan Bingham who works for a kind of human 
resourses company. He loves his job travelling around the country firing people from 

http://www3.gobiernodecanarias.org/medusa/eforma/fpd/2015-16/user/view.php?id=27818&course=2496
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other companies but all is almost to change when a new college called Natalie was 
hired. 
 
She depeloped a videoconferencing system that will allow terminations without 
travelling, so Ryan is required to spend more time at home. 
 
But Ryan doesn't agree and he tries to protect his way of life, he thinks his job is very 
important because someone has to fire people, it's a necessary service to do. Also he 
wants to reach his goal as a frequent- traveler in an air company and finally he meets 
the woman of his dreams, Alex, a girl who is contantly traveling to work too. 
 
Ten sentences. 
 
1. Then you're going to go home tomorrow and make more money that you've 
ever made in your life and I'm going to go home wihout a pay back check. 

 
2. Last year, I spent 322 days on the road, which I had to spend 43 miserable days 
at home. 
 
3. You all know Ned in reception. Today I'm gonna fire Ned. 
 
4. Change is always scary, but consider the following: anybody who ever built an 
empire or changed the world sat where you are now. 

 
5. I regret to inform you that your position at this company is no longer available. 
 
6. So you're firing me without grounds? Now I really have a lawsuit. 
 
7. We prepare the newly-unemployed for the emotional and physical hurdles of job 
hunting, while minimizing legal blowback. 
 
8. It's actually pretty good- three months' pay, six months' medical. And a full year 
of placemente services through our compañny CTC. 
 
9. I need you to go to your office now and put together your personal things. 
 
10. There's a lot of people unemployed. And I really don't know when there's gonna 
be light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
Sentences' remaks 
 
I chose the fourth one because despite it's a phrase commonly used by “terminators” 
to fire people it's real. I mean that many rich or successful people always say that they 
used to be in a bad situation before achive his succes so I think that's a very good 
sentence who aim to continue. 
 
I like the sixth one because you can always go to labour court if you feel that you have 
suffered an unjustified dismissal. In this case there aren't any grounds so the employee 
talks about having a lawsuit. 
 
The last one sentence is suitable regarding the present situation in Spain. 
 


